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Mission accomplished
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' IDENTITY RESTORED Mike Caldwell Ieft and Jack ngenfelter complete msta -

lation of the restored historic roadside marker on Route 36 in Sigel. Boy Scout Zac

- Veis, who was one of the Boy Scouts in Troop 68 involved in the project, observes. For

more on the statewide effort in restore the vanishing markers, see next week’s Images

section. (Photo by Randy Bartley)

Sigel restores historic 51gn

By Randy Bartley

BROOKVILLE — Jack Lingenfelter be-
lieves many smaller Pennsylvania commu-
nities are losing their identity and he is on a
mission to restore that identity before it is lost
forever.

He believes that by restoring Pennsylva-
nia’s traditional roadside markers, communi-
ties such as Sige! and Summerville may recap-
ture pride in their communities. Summerville
recently replaced one its traditional orange on
blue markers and Monday, Sigel replaced its
own sign.

“Like most other Pennsylvania towns, Sigel
lost their historic village signs to heavy snow
and ice that was plowed against them by ‘the
snow plows,” said Lingenfelter. “Who knew in
1920 that Pennsylvania roads would get wid-

er? When that happened, the Eldred Township
supervisors gathered up the pieces and stored
them at the township building.

“Fast forward to 2008 and John T. Graham,
one of the founders of the Keystone Village
Marker Trust, called me and asked if I would
like to get involved with his retirement proj-
ect,” said Lingenfelter.

“After lots of asking and searchmg, thc
signs were located at the township,” said Lin-
genfelter. “Supervisor Mike Caldwell did the
necessary repairs, welding, fabricating and
painting of the two signs to a like-new condi-
tion. :

Lingenfelter said “the real fun™ started
when he and Graham went on a road trip to
Potter County to locate two discarded historic
sign posts that had been spotted by an obser-
vant PennDOT employee.

“After hours of chipping off large blobs
of concrete, the posts were réunited with the
signs and we had a project,” said Lingenfel-
ter.

Lingenfelter asked for help. from Boy, Scout...

Troop 68 in Sigel and the Sigel Sportsmens
Club. The scouts dug holes and placed con-
crete around the posts and the Sportsmens
Club helped with the blue painting.

“On Monday, Sept. 10, the second sign was
placed and properly re-dedicated to the Vil-
lage of Sigel,” said Lingenfelter.

Lingenfelter has been given a list of “miss-
ing” signs in the area and, in time, he hopes to
discover the fate of these historic markers and,
with luck, restore them to their proper place;
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The Keystone Marker, with
its ornate pole and brilliant blue
and gold keystone, once graced
the entrance to the vast majori-
ty of Pennsylvania's towns, vil-
lages, creeks, rivers, and trails.
In- the few places where they

survive, they define and reflect -

a character that is purely local,
but perfectly Pennsylvania.

Pennsylvania is famous
for "its unique town names.
The Keystone Markers are a
uniquely Pennsylvania and de-
cidedly distinctive way to high-
light these names as well as to
provide just a little snippet of
history to spark interest.

When a visitor arrives in a
place graced by these markers,
they know they are someplace
special. Essential elements in

that all-important first impres-

sion for visitors and reminders
of our own place in life, the
Markers are exclamation points
for our work to protect and en-
hance our world. We encour-
age all Pennsylvanians to use
this site a resource to showcase
their work to these ends.

“This Marker Matters” is a . - - +
~BACK IN SERVICE Through the efforts of the Summer-

campaign started by The Key-
stone Marker Trust to raise
awareness of the importance
of our historic Pennsylvania

Keystone ‘Town Markers by .

the people that truly care about
them. .

These three s1mple words
hold within a great power
to show others what a truly
remarkable treasure we as
Pennsylvanians have at owr
fingertips. These markers that
have ushered in great times to
each town, city and borough
throughout our commonweaith
now need you to help keep
them alive.

The KMT is a 501(c)3 non-
profit, tax exempt organization
with a mission to establish a
program- around the markers
that (1) celebrates Pennsylva-
nia's people and places, its her-
itage and its future, by restor-
ing and re-introducing these
proud symbols unique to our
state; and (2) creates a network
of Pennsylvapia communities
and oreanizations dedicated

signs notes it is 13 miles to New Bethlehem.
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ville Borough. Cauncil and volunteers, the Keystone sign
has now been placed back in service on Route 28. The

o SIGEL SIGN CREW — Helping to restore the Sige! roadside marker were, front row, left
: to right Zac Veis, Joe Polito, Justin Manns, Zak Gilbert and Dylan Manns. In the second
BROCKWRY B -row are Steve Manns, Jack Lingenfelter and Mike Caldwell. (Photo by Randy Bartley)
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i Z
WELL TRAVELED SIGN
~— The photo above shows
the original location of
Brookville's Keystone mark-
er on Route 36 opposite the
E.U.M. Church. The marker
stood for many years at
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. socially equitable.

Entities dedicating them-
selves to the Keystone Marker
Trust Principles will be able
to apply for grant' funding to
replace and restore their Key-
stone Markers.

The survivors

NEW LOCATION — The Keystone Marker for Brockway

now stands at the town hall.

SPRING CITY -~ Spring
City Electrical is proud to an-
nounce our partnership with
the Keystone Marker Trust
(KMT) to manufacture histori-
cally-accurate reproductions of
Pennsylvania's iconic, century-"
old Keystone Markers.

Until now, no other foundry
could offer accurate repro-
ductions of these once-proud
monuments to a time when
Pennsylvania led the nation in

industrial and technological
Progress.
Originally installed by

PennDOT’s predecessor, the
Pennsylvania Department
of Highways, Spring City's
markers will be the first new
Keystone Markers in seventy
years.

The Keystone Markers cele-
brate Peansylvania and all that
make it unique, said Nathaniel

Guest, KMT president, .
- “It was through the Key-
stone Marker that the keystone
shape became so strongly as-
sociated with our state during
a time when Pennsylvania was
forging its own identity as the
keystone in the arch of Ameri-
can progress,” he said.
While there were onge. tens
of thousands of these m: ke

Pennsylvania towns ‘and cities,
trails, creeks, rivers, and other
points of interest, today there
are only about 600 —with many
of these in need of repair. Most
towns had four markers.
Spring City, PA, home to
Spring, Cny Electrical Manu-
facturing, is fortunate to have
¢ its-original four markers
remaining. Spring City Elec-
trical Manufacturing will be

.restoring this marker as part

Western Avenue.

Photos by
Randy Bartley
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AVED = The Keystone marker for Emenckwne was

moved off of Roite 322 to save it. The sign now stands at
the Pine Creek Township Building.

New markers available through PA. foundry

- of the kick-off to its Keystone .
.Marker offerings.

“The Trust has restored
about 60 markers-so far; with
the help of Spring City, we'll
be able to do more advanced
work re-installing long-gone
markers," said Guest.

"By enabling towns and
civic groups to restore and re-
mtmduce these proud symbols
ique to our state, we create a
network of Pennsylvama com-
munities . ‘and organizations
dedicated fo positive develop-
ment and ‘re-investment,”’, said
Alan Brink; president of Spring
City Blectrical.

*“The markers cxeate 4 sehse
of place thait séfs Pennsylvania

_ apart from everywhere else—a

distinction that wiil make peo-
ple want to visit, live, and work
here,” he said.

New markers, including

the historic front-mount sign
and post, go into production
this fall, with dramatic price
discounts for muluple-marker
orders.

“The Keystone Marker
Trust is so proud the markers
will be made in Pennsylvania
and especially proud that it’s
by-a shop that epitomizes the

" ingenuity and craftsmanship

that characterized the marker

program in its heyday,” said -

Guest. “It truly is a good sign
for our state.”

To order. your cus(omnzed :
Keystone Marker, please con-

tact 610--948-4000 or twolf@

_ springeity.com. Order online
and learn more about the Key-

stone Markers at wwwkey-
stonemarkertrust.org.
Spring City's core business

_consists of cast ornamental

lighting

SIGEL’S SECOND SIGN ~ Sigel is one the smaller com—
munities in the state to have both of its Keystone markers
in service. That was due, in part to Sigel Boy Scouts Troop
68 who set the post for the restored sign for Sigel. Left
to Right: Zack Vella, Dylan Manns, Joseph Polito, Justin
Manns.
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ALL ORIGINAL — This Keystone marker is at the Funx—
sutawney Borough building. It shows the craftsmanship of
the pole and notes Covode is only eight miles,

Missing it act

Aoy the

ion

hundreds o s Nesstane m

Saclew Do our e T
dicarded o they

IR TECRTIN S

Hrol s o

oatact Natfzoned O
SOt ORNELD P

alban

Tack Goralenn ot
KA TG Y NHOOLCON]




